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V.'ith  Mr.  J.  Pope's  compliment. 


The    Flag  of  Canada. 


From  time  to  time  there  appear  in  the  public  press  sug- 
gestions for  the  adoption  of  what  is  styled  a  '  Canadian  Hag." 
In  the  vast  majority  of  instances,  the  advocates  of  a  distinc- 
tive emblem  for  Canada  are  moved  bv  no  thought  of  change 
in  our  political  relations  with  Great  Britain,  which  they  do 
not  desire,  and  in  all  probability  would  indignantlv  disclaim. 
They  apparently  possess  a  hazy  notion  that,  in  addition  to 
the  flag  of  Empire,  which  they  would  reserve  for  ceremonial 
occasions,  the  Dominion  should  possess  a  local  or  domestic 
emblem  for  every  day  use.  Yet  surely  this  suggestion  be- 
trays a  curious  confusion  of  ideas. 

A  national  flag  is  the  symbol  of  supreme  authority  and 
jurisdiction.  Canada  forms  a  portion  of  the  dominions  of  the 
King  of  England— as  much  so,  His  Majesty  himself  has  de- 
clared, as  docs  Surrey  or  Kent  How  then  could  Canada, 
consistently  with  her  allegiance,  fly  any  flag  other  than  that 
which  denotes  British  sovereignty  ?' 

In  the  case  of  those,  happily  very  few,  Canadians  whose 
allegiance  sits  lightly  on  them,  the  proposal  is  at  least  intelH- 
gible.  One  can  understand  what  they  are  driving  at,  though 
they  are  beginning  at  the  wrong  end.  They  do  not  want  the 
British  flag  for  the  reason  that  they  chafe  under  the  benign 
sovereignty  which  it  symbolizes.  Holding  these  views,  their 
logical  course,  it  seems  to  me,  would  be,  first  to  agitate  for 
the  withdrawal  of  Canada  from  the  British  Empire,  and, 
when  that  is  accomplished,  very  natu'-ally  to  haul  down  the 
British  flag.  This  is  the  procedure  adopted  by  an  eminent 
King's  Counsel.who  in  the  closing  month  of  last  vear,  deliver- 
ed a  lecture  before  the  Canadian  Club  at  Ottawa,  which, 
though  he  himself  disavows  the  intention,  I  am  unable  to 
interpret  otherwise  than  as  an  incitement  to  sever  what  the 
lecturer  elsewhere  styles— not  very  felicitously,  in  my  judg- 
ment— "the  umbilical  cord"  that  connects  us  with  the  mo- 
therland. In  February  of  this  year  he  followed  up  his  lecture 
by  an  article  in  the  Canadian  Magazine,  in  which  he  depre- 
cates the  use  of  the  Union  Jack  -  longst  us.  and  advocates 


■-v    /I 
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the  employment  m  its  stead  of  the  flag  of  the  Canadian  Mer- 
cantile Marine,  to  denote  the  successful  performance  of  the 
obstetrical  operation  above  alluded  to.     In  this  at  least  he  is 
observing  due  seguence  and  succession.     First  cut  your  cord 
then  hoist  your  flag  to  proclaim  the  exploit ! 

The  learned  King's  Counsel  professes  to  discern  signs  of 

the  waning  of  British  sentiment  in  the  I3ominion,  one  of 

which,  he  says,  is  that  whereas  in  Canada  a  generation  ago 

we    always  spoke  of  the  United  Kingdom  as  "home,"  now 

we    never  do.    Some  of  us,  perhaps,  but  not  all.     If  by 

we     the  lecturer  meant  the  Canacfian  people,       scarcely 

think  that  when  he  made  that  sweeping  assertion,  he  had  in 

mind  the  Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  Prince 

Edward  Island,  or  British  Columbia.     Nor  do  I  consider 

It  accurate  as  regards  Ontario  or  the  prairie  Provinces    That 

many  thousands  of  Canadians  habitually  speak  of  the  old 

land  as  "home"  is  a  living  fact,  and  is  thus  borne  witness  to 

by  no  less  a  personage  than  the  Prince  of  Wales.     In  his 

speech  at  the  Guildhall,  delivered  a  few  davs  after  his  return 

from  his  colonial  tour  in  igon  His  Royal  Highness  observed. 

not  of  course  with  exclusive  reference  to  the  Dominion. 

which,  however,  he  had  just  left : — 

"  If  I  were  asked  to  Specify  any  particular  impressions  derived  froi" 
rjJf^?7i^  'r^"""  unhesitatingly  place  before  all  others  that  of 
loyalty  to  the  Crown  and  of  attachment  to  the  old  country:  and  it 
ri^  .  ft  '^  '1 '"'"'  ***.  "'''«'■"''''«  references  to  '  home,'  even  from  the 
lips  of  those  who  never  had  been  or  were  ever  likely  to  be  in  these  Is- 
land!. And  with  this  loyalty  were  unmistakable  evidences  of  the 
consciousness  of  strength;  of  a  true  and  living  membership  in  the 

sSy  oTtlial  SL'^ship."^'""'  '"^  '•'"'  '^*  *'"'«'-  -«»  '-P°°- 

*u  z?"*"  *'™*?"?*  King's  Counsel  draws  a  distinction  between 
the  Crown  of  England  and  His  Majesty's  Government,  and 
while  he  evidently  favours  an  early  cutting  loose  from  the 
thraldom  of  the  latter,  which  he  variously  designates  as  the 
Colonial  Office"  and  "Downing  Street,"  and  which  is  sym- 
bohzed  by  the  Union  Jack,  inclines  to  a  continuance,  for  the 
present,  of  our  allegiance  to  the  British  Crown.  It  is  true 
that  he  has  not  much  faith  in  his  own  scheme.  ' '  How  long  " 
he  writes,  '  'the  United  Kingdom  and  Canada  would  continue 
to  acknowledge  the  same  Sovereign,  no  one  can  venture  to 
say,  and  he  cites  what  he  fitly  describes  '  'as  examples  not 
of  the  most  encouraging  character,"  that  of  England  and 
Scotland  under  the  Stuarts,  and  Great  Britain  and  Hanover 
under  the  Georges.  He  might  have  added,  Sweden  and 
Norway. 


Such  visionary  and  impracticabk'  ideas  are  not  likely  to 
do  much  harm  in  themsi'lves,  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  ex- 
pressing my  surprise  and  regret  that  the  lecturer  should  as- 
sociate the  name  of  Sir  John  Macdonald  with  his  fantastic 
scheme— Sir  John  Macdonald !  the  guiding  prin«.  tie  of  whose 
long  and  eventful  life  was  British  connc  tion,  r  i  for  whom 
the  visible  symbol  of  that  intimate  union  stood  as  a  pillar  of 
cloud  by  day,  and  a  pillar  of  fire  by  night.  Far  from  enter- 
taining any  sympathy  with  a  propaganda  having  for  its  ob- 
ject the  lowering  of  the  Union  Jack  upon  this  continent  at 
any  time,  Sir  John  Macdonald  held  the  verv  idea  in  detesta- 
tion. This  was  so  well  known  and  so  universallv  acknowl- 
edged m  his  lifetime,  I  am  amazed  that  any  one  can  be  found 
to  Ignore  it  to-day.  One  must  not  overlook  the  fact,  how- 
ever, that  time  is  marching  on,  and  that  a  generation  is 
coming  forward  to  whom  Sir  Jo^'n  Macdonald  is  but  an  his- 
toric name.  For  their  instruction,  and  with  manv  apologies 
to  those  who  knew  him  in  the  flesh,  I  proceed  to  show  out  of 
his  own  mouth  what  that  great  statesman  thought  of  British 
connection.  I  quote  from  a  speech  delivered  by  Sir  John 
Macdonald  at  Queen  s  University,  Kingston,  in  1887:— 

I '  I  am  satisfied  that  the  vast  majority  of  the  people  of  Canada  are 
m  favour  of  the  coutinuance  and  perpetuation  of  the  connection 
between  the  EMmiuton  and  the  mother  country.     There  is  nothing 
to  gam  and  every  thing  to  lose  by  separation.     I  believe  that  if  any 
party  or  person  were  to  announce  or  declare  such  a  thing,  whether 
by  annexation  with  the  neighbciuring  country,  the  great  republic 
to  the  south  of  us,  or  by  declaring  for  independence,  I  believe  thf  t 
the  people  of  Canada  would  say  '  No.'     We  are  content,  we  are  pros- 
perous we  have  prospered  under  the  flag  of  Rngland;  and  I  say  that 
It  would  be  unwise,  that  we  should  lie  lunatics,  to  change  the  cer- 
tain present  happiness  for  the  uncertain  chances  of  the  f'Uure.     I 
always  remember,  when  this  occurs  to  me,  the  Italian  epitaph:  "I 
was  well,  I  would  be  better,  and  here  I  am."     We  are  well,  we  know, 
all  are  well,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
Canada  are  of  the  same  opinion  which  I  now  venture  to  express 
""*•    /;?'■  *he  language  that  I  heard  this  morning,  the  language 
which  I  have  heard  this  afternoon,  and  the  language  which  I  have 
heard  to-night,  shows  that,  at  all  events,  all  who  are  connected  wills 
the  University  of  Queen's  are  men  in  favour  of  the  continuance  of 
the  connection  between  the  Dominion  and  Jreat  Britain.     /  say 
ir.*'j  Z-^  '^'"^  "•»^/o^'««»»«  a***'  ruin,  any  separation  from  ike 
Umted  Ktng,dom      I  believe  that  is  the  opinion  of  the  present  Par- 
hament  of  Canada,  and  I  am  certain  that  any  party,  or  the  sup- 
posed party,  making  an  appeal  to  the  people  of  Canada,  or  any 
persons  attempting  to  form  a  party  on  the  principle  of  separation 
trom  Hn^land,  no  matter  whether  they  should  propose  to  walk 
alone,  or  join  another  country,  I  believe  that  the  people  of  Canada 
would  rise,  almost  to  a  man,  and  say, '  No.  we  will  do  as  our  fathers 
have  done      W'e  are  content,  and  our  childi  n  are  content,  to  live 
under  the  flag  of  Great  Britain." 


IT  uJ^Y  ■TP*"****^  '~"  **>«  United  Kingdom'-the 
United  Kingdom,  mark  well,  thoK  who  affect  to  diffemitiate 
between  the  British  Empire  and  the  British  Crown— "any 
separation  from  the  United  Kingdom  would  bring  misfor- 
turn  and  ruin  to  Canada." 

He  is  always  saying  the  same  thing.  In  his  first  election 
address.  wh«j  a  young  man  of  twenty-nine,  he  assures  the 
electors  of  Kingston  of  his 

"firm  belief  that  the  pro«perity  of  Canada  depends  upon  its  per- 
manent  connection  with  the  mother  country,  and  I  Bball  retiat  to 

which  !IIl?J  .!IIX  f  "*™P»'  '"?•"  whatever  quarter  it  may  come, 
which  may  tend  to  wealcrn  that  union  " 

M  J^'^yj^'^  ^5*"?  ?***  ***y'  »"^  "P""  John  Alexander 
MacdonaM  stands  before  the  electors  of  Kingston.  In  the 
mterval  he  has  sounded  all  the  depths  and  shoals  of  honour' 
—has  seen  much  and  learned  much— ^wobably  has  revised 
m  some-perhaps  in  many  things,  the  judgments  of  his 
earher  years.  But  on  the  subject  of  British  connection  he  is 
absolutely  unchanged.  In  tht  flush  of  youth  he  gave  utter- 
ance to  his  firm  belief  that  the  prosperity  of  Canada  depended 
upon  its  permanent  connection  with  the  mother  country. 
And  half  a  century  later,  with  the  shadow  of  death  upon  hiin, 
he  thus  alludes  to  that  subject  which  is  ever  nearest  his 
heart  :^ 

mIU5H.H*'T^"''l"u  °^  »^»«  «"«>"  (U.  E.  Loyalist.)  "  and  of  the 
multitude  of  Englishmen,  Irishmen  and  Scotchmen  who  emisruted 

,  ^^^'^^^K^^^y  ""K**^  ''""<*  "P  new  homes,  without  ciasint 
to  be  Brtttsh  subjects— to  you  Canadians  I  appeal,  and  1  ask  you 
what  have  you  to  gain  by  surrendering  that  which  your  fathers 
held  most  dttLT?  iTnder  the  broad  folds  of  the  Union  Jack,  we  enjoy 
tHe  most  ample  liberty  to  govern  ourselves  as  we  please,  and  at  the 
same  time  we  parttnpate  in  the  advantages  which  flaw  from  associa- 
tumwtth  the  mtghttest  Empire  the  world  has  ever  seen.  Not  only  are 
we  free  to  manage  our  domestic  concerns,  but,  practically,  we  pos- 
seM  the  pnvilege  of  makmg  our  own  treaties  with  foreign  countri«. 
and,  m  our  relations  with  the  outside  world,  we  enjoy  the  prestige 
mspu-ed  by  a  consciousness  of  the  fact  that  behind  us  toivers  tlU 
majesty  of  England." 

Is  it  not  at  least  remarlrable  that  a  statesman  who  never 
lost  an  opportunity  of  testitying  to  his  love  for  England  and 
th«Umon  Jack,  should  be  represented,  not  twenty  years 
after  his  death,  as  looking  forward  to  a  future  for  Canada 
of  Independence,"  even  though  gilded  with  the  qualifica- 
tion '  'under  the  British  Sovereign."  an  unsatisfactory  if  not 
imposable  status  as  all  modem  history  shows,  and  the  lec- 
turer himself  goes  far  to  admit. 


Fortunately  for  Sir  John  Macdonald,  he  has  had  truer 
interpreters.  Not  very  long  after  his  death,  Lord  Rosiebery 
SI^.^X  *******  erected  to  his  memory  in  the  crvpt  of  St. 
Faul  s  Cathedral.    On  that  occasion  Lord  Rosebe'ry  said:— 

p2l!!f»!f*  R**i!^'y.f°)!r^**1«  ***.•**"  »'»'"  ««»»*dral  the  Urw  uid 
i^tM— the  hotnehold  Rod»— of  our  commonwealth  I'p  above 
ttere  ilccp  Welington  and  Nehion.  thow  lorda  of  war  who  n^ved 

M  ^'^.ii'*'"*  ^  "•  ''■^*  ^^  *^^  *>'  D*"*y  »"•'  Macd.m- 
I^J!""^?*  "°  "'"*''  '"  prwerve  it.  We  have  not.  indwi.  their 
SSS^:^  K  J'u"'  "^I  '^*'y  *"  ♦•'*  •■•«**«•  ^here  they  lived  and 
laboured;  but  here  to-day  we  consecrate  their  men»..rv  and  their 

!!!1I!IC!'  ^*  •""'*  ""»"'"«  "'  P««y  Hiti«  in  Canwia  on  this 
^^f!!^?.!.^'  recognjM  only  this,  that  Sir  John  Macdonuld  had 
grasped  the  central  idea,  that  the  British  Kmiiire  is  the  eTcate^t 
!!^  .  ?^*^  '*"■  *°*^  1°*  ""<**"  *»  mankind:  that  that  was  the 
!f^!i  ♦i.-»r?""?''  f°•'.i^'?*  '"  determined  to  die  under  it.  and 
•trove  that  Canada  should  live  under  it.  It  is  a  cu»t.)ni.  I  have 
neara,  in  tlic  Ocrman  army  that  when  new  colours  are  presented 
Xi^/V^^'  *"?  ^*«™'»«»  En'peror  first,  and  then  his  princes  and 
f!^l  ill'**'  *^'!f  i "iFh  drive  a  nail  into  the  staff.  I  Lve  somc- 
",  .  Igen  reminded  of  this  practice  in  connection  with  the  lianner 
-15^ ^"P"?-  ^Elizabeth  and  her  heroes  first  drove  their  noils  in. 
S-  5S*JIl!["'*  through  the  expansive  eighteenth  century,  when  ..ur 

2!!.S!f  *^u^"i*''^'  *"^  *°  ""^  «*"  t'«n«.  ^'hen  we  have  not 
quailed  or  thrunlc.    Yesterday  it  wrapped  the  corpM  of  Tennyvm : 

ri^K^'^A^A  '^r^'  *»«ij»  "••  ***«//  ol  Sir  J7hn  -JardonaU. 
TTito  standard  so  nchly  studded  impose*  on  us,  the  survivors,  a 

!?^L?"  '■i'°"li  ^*  *°"*^  •*  nothing  were  it  the  mere  symbol 
pi  violence  and  rapine,  or  even  of  conquest.  It  is  what  it  is  because 
it  represwits  everywhere  peace  and  civilizaUon  and  commerce, 
JSL"!*^**""  ^'  narrowness  and  the  gospel  of  humanity.  Ut  us 
then  to-day,  by  the  shrine  of  this  signal  statesman,  once  more  re- 
member our  responsibility,  and  renew  the  resolution  that,  come 
what  may,  we  shall  not  fitoch  or  fail  under  it." 

*  r^°^  ^?.*  ^"  J°^"  Macdonald's  first  successor  in  the  office 
of  Prime  Mmister  of  Canada,  one  whit  behind  Sir  John  him- 
»lf  in  toyalty  to  British  connection  and  devotion  to  the 
British  flag.  Speaking  on  the  occasion  of  the  great  debate 
on  the  subject  of  CDufederation  in  1865,  the  Honourable 
Alexander  Mackenzie  said:— 

'tlt^^?*^iL  \"^^  *•»  scheme  as  a  magnificent  one,  and  I  look 
forward  to  the  future,  expectmg  to  see  a  country  and  a  Government 
poMWMng  great  power  and  respectability,  established  under  this 
scheme,  and  of  bemg  before  I  die  a  citizen  of  an  immense  empire 
^nul^^^L^  ''^  ^^«  N°rth  American  continent,  where  the 
folds  of  tht  Bnttsh  flag  mil  float  in  triumph  over  a  teoble  possessing 
freedom  happiness  and  prosperity  equal  to  the  people  of  any  oth^ 
nation  on  Ike  earth.  If  there  is  anything  that  I  have  always  felt 
anxious  about  in  this  country,  it  is  to  have  the  British  possesions 
put  in  such  a  position  that  we  could  safely  repose  without  fear  of 
danger  froni  any  quarter,  under  the  banner  which  we  believe,  after 
all.  covers  the  greatest  amount  of  personal  freedom  and  the  greatest 
amount  of  personal  happiness  that  is  to  be  found  in  the  world ' 


and  thus  in  1870:— 

safe.  §ir.  I  do  not  want  K  X'*"*''-  "^"^  ""^  ^'''"'*'  ^  "•"''* 
want  no  Ruarantee  of  any  S  We  if.  «  ""'  '"dependence.  I 
Ktrpire.  and  if  we  are  to  cut  t  fromlJ  T  *  ?/"*  "^  l*"^  B^tish 
of  a  iJrincipality  having  its  ind^LnTJil  ^  ^""'^  ^«^''™  the  position 
try  Ren.ember.  however  I  am  no?  L^'T^'^^J'y  ""^  «'""- 
of  Canada  from  the  Mother  Country  CaS'"^  the  separation 
session  when  I  chose  it  for  mv  futu?.  l,^„^'^^7?^*  ^"tish  pos- 
occurrence  of  anything  that  wWdt^STnt'.f''.^'''^"  ^^K^^t  the 
weal  en   the  ties  that   1   trust   will  ^    "  *''*'  ^''K^test  degree,  to 

Mother  Country  and  her  British  Amerkan^roniel/'    '^'"""  '"^ 

and  again  in  1875: — 

wS'/"S  «T  ?1  Zn^Sif  rP'^  '-^  Governn,ent  will  ever  be 
civilization."  '  ^"SW""^,  at  once  the  symbol  of  power  and  of 

pardo^nThTexttsLnrJh?^  King's  Counsel  .ill 

Mackenzie!  SSg^^ ^^tI?c^L'^TT  ^\^-^-^^^  Mr. 
forget  thee  O  Tenf<;Xr«  1  *  *"'^?«>tJand,  exclaimed:  "If  I 
ning."   and  Vo^^d^V  ""''  "'^'  ^""^  ^^^^^^  her  cun- 

Se*c'"A.^^';;^[?erT^acS  -^  ^^edom 

Arctic  or  Antarctic  zones   a„Hf.»?      "^  ''^M'^tralia ;  whether  in  the 

perity  enjoyed  by  the  United^s,' ,"f  ^^'^  ^'^^^  ^"«^<^«s  and  pros- 
their  indeVndence;  thoi  Ssons  hL?"/^?^  ^^"^  proclaimed 
compare  tWsprosperitVwitrthaU.fFn^,"''^  *T"u  f^^  t^«"ble  to 
„      (In  presenting  the  M  lit  a  bin  ^f     a'  ^'^'""^  '^  greater. 

England  that  we  cLrish  our  union  iirhcTeST*'^  '".P^"^'^  *« 
deemed  .t  necessary  for  the  proT^rirA'nS'gTory^^'/t^i^  rn^'"^" 

party":  w^feve'rsiau^ch'uSLlJ^^^  ?f  ^^  ^^  ^^^  Reform 
the  ^urse  of  th^cSatt^ trat^Ve^Lf^^^^^  ^''^-     ^" 

th^S^f  ?h!;  raLra^lrTatl'^J'^n^*"  f1  ^"^  ^^^^  -''-.  - 
grown  up  in  these  lands-wh^n  th?h  P°^f  f"' People  may  have 
given  way  to  smiline  fields  «nH  !l  >?»ndless  forests  shall  have 
united  Government  L5S,L«^/^"w"^  towns-and  when  a 
to  shore  ■•  •  """^^^  '*^  ^'""*  /'"S.  shall  extend  from  shore 
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federation"  ^Tave^h^!;""^'!' s  ""^'f  '""^  ^.^^'^^^  «^  ^on- 
as  relates  to  the  Iub£  uS^r  h-  """^^^  "^^  ^^"^-  So  far 
same  thing.  Uve  aiTlovaUv  /i^'S'T'i'^^y  *"  ^^  the 
flagisthelomhTtn'ot'eia^^St''""^^^^  ^"'^  ^"^'-'^'^ 

fail  toVXSithrn  tt;"tTk  :?le'f-,^^^^^^^^  or  to 
over  Canada,  thev  had  in  t^S  ^!.^"^*^^  ^*S^a^'>n» 
affairs.     They  were  not  pv~  "     ^?-  ^"^^^ng  condition  of 

the  question^or'aTtime.  ^^Zt^V^^Lr^  "."""5 
aljke  by  Macdona.d  and  Macke^E^S^,';  ^trjlf  a^Hk^ 

UniofSemTa^?h:^tes^te?nrV'  ^'^^  ^"PP«^^^^  ^he 
connection.  "I  voteforCnnf^H  !-°^  Perpetuating  British 
I  consider  it  essenUal  to  t h^^  ^'f  *'''"'  "^'^  °"^'  "because 
tion,  and  to  S^e  that  1^0^'^^""'  °^  ^"^'^'^  ^o""^*^- 
niany  sacrifices."  '  °"^  ^"^  prepared  to  make 

BritisLTnLtriTdTh:  BritLh'L?  t"H  ^'^^^  "^"  ^'-^^  of 

Minist^r'o^cU'adaanl;?/^^^^^^^^  ^f.^  ^^^^"^  P"- 
ago.  at  a  dinner  ofXuni4rsitvnTV'*'T'''1:.*^°  ^'^'^ 
Laurier— sneaking  of  f h^  •  Ti  ^  ^  Toronto,  Sir  Wilfrid 
England  f^v  yL/  a^o  nw^T"f^  ^^'^^  P^^^^^^d  in 
that  in  tho^days  nuX  ^ZfV^'  colonies-observed 
said  things  whSicoSwonirh^  Great  Britain  sometimes 
hints,  orfnvitattns:t^t-th'e%Tnter'  "  "^^^^^'''"^'  °^ 

ada)  the  same  passionate  answeT-  '^  ^^  °^  ^^^  "''^"y  (^an- 

'r^^^^^'f^^^^^^  Jf.  -d  which  record  a 

">^^tothernatlnanhrnS2j^tLV"'^    "^  '"'^ifons  between 

wereutteredbyRuththe^^butt'^^^art^HTete^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

apart  f'^;^  S^oratiU  Juf^i'/  IT^'  ^'  T^f  ^*^'  -^' 
/««c/.  It  is  different  It  3  Th/r  a"''  u*^^^  ^""^^t'on  on 
in.  the  nationality^f^L-Jesse^i^- «t  ^^^^T^^ 


of  a  world-wide  Empire  such  as  ours,  affords  but  little  in- 
formation as  to  the  quarter  of  the  globe  from  which  she  hails, 
may  possess  a  distinctive  badge  indicating  the  particular 
colony  to  which  she  belongs,  or,  it  may  be,  the  rank  and 
status  of  some  one  on  board.  Reasons  of  convenience  may 
sometimes  render  the  adoption  of  such  a  distinguishing  mark 
by  ship>s  or  boats,  desirable. 

In  the  year  1869  the  following  Memorial  from  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty  was  adopted  by  the  Queen  in  Council:— 

"The  Union  Jack  having  been  established  by  Your  Majesty's  Re- 
gulations for  the  Naval  Service  as  the  Distinguishing  Flag  to  be 
borne  by  the  Admiral  of  the  Fleet,  and  whereas  great  inconven- 
ience has  at  times  been  experienced  by  the  Union  Jack  having  been 
carried  in  boats  and  other  vessels  by  Governors  of  Colonies,  MiHtary 
Authorities,  Diplomatic  Officers  and  Consular  Agents  when  em- 
barked, we  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  place  ourselves  in  com- 
munication on  this  subject  with  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  Your 
Majesty's  Forces  and  the  principal  Secretaries  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  for  the  Colonies  and  for  War,  and  with  their  concurrence 
we  most  humbly  submit  that  Your  Majesty  may  be  graciously 
pleased  by  your  Order-in-Covhicil,  to  prescribe  and  direct  that  in 
future  the  Union  Jack  to  be  displayed  by  the  MiUtary  Branch  of 
Your  Majestv's  Service  on  such  occasions  shall  bear  in  the  centre 
thereof,  as  a  'distinguishing  mark,  the  Royal  Initials  surrounded  by 
a  garland  on  a  Blue  Shield,  and  surmounted  by  the  Crown, — that 
the  Union  Jack  to  be  used  by  Your  Majesty's  Diplomatic  Servants, 
Ministers  Plenipotentiaiy,  Charges  d' Affaires,  &c.,  shall  bear  the 
Royal  Arms  in  the  centre  thereof  on  a  White  Shield,  whilst  Consuls 
and  Consular  Agents,  &c.,  shall  be  limited  to  the  use  of  the  Blue 
Ensign  with  the  Royal  Arms  in  the  fly  thereof.  We  further  submit 
that  Governors  of  Your  Majesty's  Dominions  in  Foreign  parts, 
and  Governors  of  all  ranks  and  denominations  administering  the 
Governments  of  British  Colonies  and  dependencies  be  authorized 
to  fly  the  Union  Jack  with  the  Arms  or  Badge  of  the  Colony  blazoned 
in  the  centre  thereof. 

' '  A  drawing  of  the  Union  Jack  with  the  proposed  distinguishing 
devices  is  transmitted  herewith,  for  Your  Majesty's  approval." 

Moved  by  considerations  of  a  like  nature,  the  Canadian 
Government  in  1890  applied  for  permission,  on  behalf  of  ves- 
sels registered  in  the  E)ominion,to  fly  the  Red  Ensign ''de- 
faced" with  the  Canadian  Arms.  The  Admiralty,  to  whom 
this  request  was  referred,  while  not  questioning  the  expe- 
diency of  granting  it,  pointed  out  with  much  force: — 

' '  that  there  nre  not  unimportant  objections  to  interference  with  the 
simplicity  and  uniformity  of  national  colours. 
An  important  use  of  an  ensign  is  tp  supply  a  ready  means  of  indicat- 
ing to  foreigners  the  nationality  of  a  ship  which  flies  it.  It  is  desir- 
able that  the  pattern  of  this  flag  should  be  uniform  and  simple,  so 
that  there  may,  under  no  circumstances,  be  any  excuse  for  failing 
to  perceive  what  country's  it  is.     The  adoption  of  a  considerable 
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variety  of  ensigns  for  ships  of  the  same  character,  because  they  hap- 
pen to  be  registered  indifferent  parts  of  the  Empire,  might  afford  a 
colourable  pretext  for  questioning  their  nationality,  and  tnii;ht,  in 
times  of  disturbance,  give  rise  to  inconvenient  questions.  The 
small  size  of  a  "defacement"  would  not  entirely  remove  these  ob- 
jections to  its  introduction  as  has  been  proved  by  experience  in  the 
past  during  war. 

Though  they  may  rarely  concern  themselves  to  refuse  it,  the  final 
recognition  of  a  flag  to  be  carried  on  the  sea  really  rests  with  foreign 
Governments.  The  present  flag  of  China  was  practically  devised 
and  its  use  indicated  by  the  Foreign  Admirals  on  the  station.  It 
is  most  desirable,  therefore,  that  no  opportunity  should  be  given 
to  foreigners  of  considering  whether  to  accord  or  withhold  recogni- 
tion of  the  colours  carried  by  any  British  ship." 

Upon  our  Government  adhering  to  their  request,  the 
Admiralty  issued  their  warrant  authorizing  "the  Red  Ensign 
of  Her  Majesty's  fleet,  with  the  Canadian  Coat  of  Arms  in  the 
fly,  to  be  used  on  board  vessels  registered  in  t*-    'dominion." 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  use  of  this  ei  gn  is  Umited 
to  '  'on  board  vessels  registered  in  the  Dominio..."  The  per- 
mission has  no  application  on  land,  where  of  course  the  Ad- 
miralty have  no  jurisdiction  outside  their  own  dock;  ards. 
Yet  from  mere  carelessness  and  indifference,  an  impression 
has  been  allowed  to  grow  up  in  this  country  that  this  marine 
flag  is  the  distinctive  ensign  of  Canada  both  on  land  and  sea. 

A  further  erroneous  idea  on  the  subject  of  flags,  both 
here  and  at  home,  is  that  the  Union  Jack  should  be  flown  only 
from  Government  buildings,  forts,  and  the  Uke.  In  short, 
that  it  is  an  official  flag  which  private  individuals  have  ho 
right  to  use. 

This  is  another  misapprehension.  Shortly  before  the 
Coronation  of  His  present  Majesty,  an  English  Church  clergy- 
man wrote  for  permission  to  fly  the  Royal  Standard  on  that 
momentous  occasion.  The  King's  Private  Secretary  re- 
plied : — 

"Buckingham  Palace, 

June  4th,  1902. 
Dear  Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  letter,  I  am  afraid  that  the  Royal  Standard 
which  is  the  King's  personal  flag,  can  only  be  hoisted  on  the  Corona- 
tion. If  permission  were  given  in  one  case,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  refuse  it  in  any  others.  /  must  remind  you  that  you  can  always 
fly  Hie  Union  Jack. 

Yours  faithfully, 

F.  KNOLLYS. 
The  Vicar  of  St.  Michael's.  Folkstone." 

Here  it  is  categorically  laid  down  that  a  private  indi- 
vidual "can  always  fly  the  Union  Jack,"  and  the  Times,  in 
its  issue  of  the  i8th  September,  1902,  says:* '  'We  may  be  sure 


%hUy'Sv:r°"Tht  LeLfi^L^ln  S--tary  was  not 
why  should  any  loyal  SSanwil?fl"  naturally  arises. 
Apart  from  the  Xren?  fi?r!«^  ^  f°  J^-  ^"^  ^^h^*-  «««? 
British  soil  of  the  flarwWch  stS>^^^^^  •"?  J''"  «y'"«  ^" 
surely  one  ought  to  feeUsS^a^?fio.7-'^ 
this  great  privilege  the  birthri^it*^  /  ''**'°"  '"  exercising 
Majesty.     ^       ^  '    ^  ^^'^hnght  of  every  subject  of  His 

poweT  and  LTtn'^s?o?tt'?r^'"'?"^^  °°^  ^'^^  ^  ^^"^  of  the 
"hich  makefus t/ealiz'?^^^^^^^  and 

out  the  world,  as  the  Union  Tack  m  •  ^?u^'^  ^^'■°"«»'- 
more  striking  o  the  forSr{h«n  if  '  -^  *^T  ^nytJ^ing 
His  Imperial  HighnesrE^  5  u*'."T^''^"ty-  When 
Quebeckst  June  on^of  hrss^^^^  °^  Japan,  landed  in 

proudly  floating  from  the  rlii'iP^'"*'"?  *°  *^^  Union  Jack 
they  were  by  the  S  that^hl  'k^'"^'?"^  ^°^  impressed 
them  in  Engynd  was  the  fi^J*  .'"^^^^^^^^  had  left  behind 

upon  landin'g  on  Th?  ArSe'r^^^n'Snenl  ''r^^t  ^'"^  7^^ 
frequently  in  t'.  r  progress' across  tJfn  -^  "''^"^^'^  '* 
last  sight  thev  I    h  lda?tw  u^  Dommion,  and  the 

ship  from  the  shores  of  SZ/^'^  ^T  ^"  *  ^"^''^  ^attle- 
froS.  the  fortVt  Esqurma^r'^"'  ""^  '^^  ^^"'^^  J^-'^  %*"? 

notes^by  ks^^SL^.'^  '^"'■^"^.  ^^^^  the  Union  Jack  de- 
and  IreranS^  a"3  ESi" e  i'ts'ui"T  t  ?"^'""^'  Scotland 
United  Kingdom  T^thk  ^H^ff  °k  "^  ^  *^°"'^"^d  to  the 
whatever  its  orSn  and  svmh^H  i,w°''J''^**?"  ^  ^"^^e'"-  that 
been   for  a  hZred  ySS    t£  ^f  t  ^' \*  i^  ^^-^^^  ^"d  has 

British  dominion  the  flalS'th^R^-^''^'^''.^^^  ^'"^'^'n  of 
nized  as  such  alike^b;  y^dV^^^slh^^^^^^^  --^- 

casiorbv'rufpSrmr^nt^^  r  ^^?  r 

assistance  theyTriJe  W  Ws  M^w'-''^  '^'  '"PP°^  ^"d 
foreign  capitals,  when  engaged  on^fi?^^  ^  representatives  in 
or  with  what  resp^?t  afd  c.n«- JP  .^^*'^^^ 
those  coming  to  th^m  in  ^1 «  ^'"^i*""  ^^^  "^tions  treat 
the  King  o?&and  And  t h^™'  ^"1^''^  '^^  ^"^hority  of 
humblest  BnS  subiect  whi  finlT  *^'"^holds  true  of  the 
ance  in  a  strange  land  Allh!^  himself  m  need  of  assist- 
Union  Jack,  to  Sakets  wty  to^he^;  ^ret  Brifsh  r  'k^  '""^ 
Legation  or  Consulate,  as  the  case  mlv  k?  i  Embassy, 
matter  from  what  nor  ion  of  thl  l-^^  J'^'  ^'}^  there,  no 

come,  whether  from^Sil  or  Pn-n^%'^°'"'"T^  ^'  ^^y 
that  the  strone  arm  nfV^^II  ^  •    u  ""f  ^"P^^'t-  he  will  find 

protect  himTglir  in^ustl^^Vw^g.^''^  ^"'  ^"""^  ^« 
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Unitell 'sratroubS  ?^Mt^;y•«  Ambassador  to  the 
quarters  of  the'bSess  of  SS^'^'ffi  '"Montreal  that  three! 
affairs.     No  oL  conversant ^^^^^^  '°  ?^"^^^  ^"^  its 

the  accuracy  of  that  Jat!!r  T  P"^''*^  questions  can  doubt 
Mr.  Bryce^^  a  sen  on    hat' hP  T'^'^'^'T  '^'  "'^ectness  ol 

Canada^han  for' G°eat' Britat "  ^rdLt'S'^^^'"^  '°'- 
tribute  one  cent  towards  th^  i!lo  Canada  does  not  con- 
British  EmbassyTwasWn  Jin  J  "?''  °^  maintaining  the 
cently  moved  the  Tore nTx^r    I      "'"'^Tstance  which  re- 

of  the  "umbiHcal  cord^^«nH  P'^odaims  the  severance 

come  sometSiTelsr  \vrcanTot'bf  J°  ""'  ""f'^'''*^  ^- 
tirae  a  part  of  the  British  SS  ^f*  °"^  ^"'^  ^^^^  same 
We  cannot  discard  the  Union  K  *"f .  .^^P^'-^te  therefrom, 
at  the  same  time  parYSti  t^^ 
the  British  flag  confers  W?i,n  J  k""'  advantages  which 
John  Macdonflfsaid  we^hS  k'T  °r  the  other.  Sir 
than  what  we  are      '  ^'  'lunatics'  to  be  other 

lieve^is'de^sUnel  toTm  mor  '  ,^'°"''"^.  P^^'  -"^  ^  be- 
doubt  that  litt'e  by  Uttk  thTnr  f  °"°^|,  ^"ture.     I  cannot 

is  the  best  poUc?stvU  ^'^^atly  admire  this  'honesty 

thize  with^CeVan'^^'tW^nTof'can^^^^^^  \'  ^^^'"P- 
solved,  as  were  their  fath««  1  *         Canadians  who  are  re- 
Empire,  whTther  to  dn  ti  K     before  them,  to  adhere  to  the 
We  behave  in  the  olfco^nt'rvT^nr^    advantageous  or  not 
Perity.     But  if  we  are  m?stl7    ?°"tmued  progress  and  pros- 

II 


that  i^ -e?ylr.'r  fc^"C^;^-™-  »  J™de"cy 

with  the  sp  rit  of  the  aee  thotmh  in  V^I  ••  ,  harmony 
very  fact  may  consttt^!;.  Uc  ^  ,-^*  °P'?'°"  °^  ^"'^.  that 
Nof  is  thisT^^oSastkspiri  coffin  Y.  ^"^  ^?'^*"K  *=h«"»- 
tutions  or  buildS^'r  tJ^dL^stle^^eS^  The  If  V 
cherished  convictions  in  whioh  «  »  v,  ''*^'^^I"°"*^s.     The  most 

most  sacred  belie  s  which  havfcomn^rn  5*.t"  ""'^"''"^^  '^^ 
of  mankind  for  ages  are  toXd^-Sni^^  ^^"^'■^'  ^«^"t 

stition.  apparently  fornoot£rta^nth'l'^r""''  l^^P^*- 
old  and  widely  held     " 'O   f^r^^    *^^"  because  they  are 

deeraers."  ""■  °  «"'!*'  f'"  'ban  the  Re- 

.ions  and  should  be  MaS  ly''„rSlT'ifb.^^„"e'w""'"- 

sta„da°/'"v^;th°":e"l;:vTS  v^'''."' r""«  "^^^^ 

to  revere;  which  isTndeSt^,«hr,?"  'S"  "^WWhood 
for    which   our   fofi!™.     .       ."y.""^  ""'■''st  traditions: 

Canadian  soil ■>,hteht,he''^,^hot'f  "■*.'>'<»*  on  this 
the  greatest  Emp^^'t'L^^o  kTh^  Irse'nS""  f 
us  one  with  our  fellow  p«*^«r   n  ,   '  which  makes 

stands  for  order  and  ^stlS  and  °'^"'  '^I  "^"^=  ^^ich 
^curity  and  freedom.  revVqlrte'rV^t  ^7^'''  .^"^ 

MMMsmmM 

JOSEPH  POPE. 


Ottawa,  19th  March,  1908. 


Note — The  statement  that  the  Cnlnniai  (-»«;«-  1. 

^w  flag  for  the  Transvaal  the  VieurS«S.^'Tf'?P''°r^^'  ^  ^^e 

rner,  is  incorrect.  leurweur  with  the  Union  Jack  in  the 
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